Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am. Please join us!
The Rev. Dr. William H. Wilkinson is available on his cell 585.507.3289
or email peacepathseeker@yahoo.com
The church office is (usually) open Mon - Thurs 9-2.
Please let us know if you would like to be removed from our mailing list.
The newsletter is always available on our website firstpresbyterianmedina.org

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Autumn brings the multi-colored trees and the
Season of Peace. Each year, from September 1st to
October 6th, we join the World Community in
remembering, celebrating and re-committing ourselves
to seeking peace, locally and globally. In these weeks,
we focus on the well-being of children , through The
Season of the Children’s Sabbath, and International Peace Day, including World
Communion Sunday, October 4, 2020.
We have recently resumed In-Person Sunday Worship, here at Medina First
Presbyterian, using public health and safety precautions. Our Worship Service is
different from our past experiences. Music will be offered, with softly sung
Congregational singing (heads bowed, to avoid pushing our breath toward one
another). There will be no choir singing. Joint prayers will be whispered. Joys and
Concerns will be invited through written intentions left in the prayer box in the
Lobby/Narthex, before the service.
No worship materials will be distributed. Offering will be collected using a
common Basket in the rear of the Sanctuary.
We are continuing our On-line Worship Ministry with the Harvest
Neighborhood of Presbyterian Churches and Ecumenical Partners, and we will
attempt to transmit our Services in the Sanctuary live and recorded.
As we anticipate the possible resurgence of the Covid-19 virus, we are
preparing for on-line and telephone communications for pastoral care and other
spiritual practices.
When the weather turns colder, we will likely find ourselves returning to online Services only.
As we continue our life together, with the sacred spaces between us, and in
each other’s presence, let us continue to hold one another in love and prayer.
Grace to you, and peace,
Pastor William
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson
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Session mtg, 6:30

10 PW, 6pm, At the church
16 Deacons mtg, 5:30
27 Men’s Breakfast, 8am
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World Communion Sunday
Peace and Global Witness
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21 Deacons, 5:30pm
25 Men’s Breakfast
Reformation Sunday

Alissa & Brian Dunham
David & Mary Ann Anderson
Scott & Tina Oosterling
Buffie & Michael Haley
Pamela & Gregory Canham
Cynthia & Jonathan Incho

Cynthia Hurt
Aidan Allison Stamp
Allan Kropf
Amanda Pollard
Jonathan Incho
Alan Kozody
Mary Lou Francisco
Sophia Cardone
Rick Gibson
Rosalind Cardone
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09/11
09/13
09/13
09/15
09/20
09/22
09/25

Sandra Thaine
Janice McCloy
Roland Phillips
Patricia Rizzo
Adelia Wilkinson
James Ambrose Sr
Paula Yaskivich
Bradley Dunham
Orren Roberts
Emily Haley
Molly Webster

09/01/12
09/12/87
09/14/91
09/14/19
09/25/82
10/07/78

10/01
10/06
10/11
10/12
10/16
10/18
10/18
10/18
10/22
10/25
10/26

The Samaritan's Purse / Christmas Child box
program is continuing this year despite the
epidemic. Since we have done this program
so many years, you probably remember the
types of items to include in a box. Such
things as toys, non-liquid hygiene items, and
school supplies. We are asked NOT to
include such things as candy, toothpaste, warrelated items, seeds, food, liquids, or aerosol cans. You do not need to
include any money for the shipping of the boxes. Presbyterian Women pay that--okay, so PW has
not met in months so we have not discussed this yet; this is purely past precedent. There will be
shoeboxes available in the fellowship hall and on the sanctuary stair landings. We would need any
filled boxes by November 12. Thank you.

Fill your shoebox with one or more items from each ‘something’:








SOMETHING TO LOVE
Teddy bear, doll, soft toy, etc.
SOMETHING FOR SCHOOL
Exercise book, pencil case, pens, pencils, colored
pencils, sharpener, eraser, chalk, etc.
SOMETHING TO WEAR
T-shirt, shorts, underwear, cap, sandals, socks, scarf etc.
SOMETHING TO PLAY WITH
Tennis ball, cars, skipping rope, marbles, musical
instrument, yo-yo, slinky, finger puppets, hacky-sack, recorder, tambourine, wind up flashlight,
etc. (No battery operated items, and no “war” toys)*
SOMETHING FOR PERSONAL HYGIENE
Soap and washcloth, toothbrush,
hairbrush, comb, hair-clips, scrunchies, etc. (No toothpaste)
SOMETHING SPECIAL
Carry bag, sunglasses, bangles, necklaces, clip-on earrings,
watch, duct tape, compass, craft kits, stickers, note or photo of yourself.

In nursing homes: Al Nixon,
Martha Foster in Hospice at the
Martin Linsen House, Orren
Roberts at North Wing.
Our military and their families.
In the hospital: Joan Johnson

On-going concerns:
Lynne
Ambrose pneumonia, Jonathan
Incho, David Yates cancer, Karen
Kropf surgery-Al’s daughter, Ginny
Kropf surgery, Marilyn Hiwiller,
Peg Pearce, Jason Anderson
cancer- David’s nephew, Karen
Curtin, Kenny Johnson, Dawn
Goering Pat Rizzo’s sister, and
Jimmy Ambrose.

NOW

THEN

Matthew 19: 14 says Let the little children come to me. The current pandemic rules dictate that the
pastor come to the children with their Sunday sermon, with mask in place and six feet away!

VIPresbyterians
If you have learned of something of interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that you
would like included in this column, please leave a note for Chris or email it to the church.

Henry John Litchfield was born June 30 to Jonathan and Samantha Litchfield in California.
His grandma is Sharon Litchfield and great grandparents are Orren and Joan Roberts.
Many thank you’s for all the cards and notes that have been sent to Orren and me over time.
Just to hear from everyone and to know we are in your prayers means so much. Also thank
you for all the birthday greetings I received for my 90th! Whoever thought I would reach this
age?! Joan
William “Tom” and Nancy Dotts celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on August 20.
They were married in the Medina Presbyterian Church by The Rev Kinney in 1960. They have
one son, William Jr, and 2 grandsons, Ethan and Nathaniel Dotts. Congratulations!
If anyone uses , or needs, BOOST, there are 4 cases of vanilla available for the taking. Just call
the church and leave a message.
St Pauly tells us that roughly 1200 garments were donated to our shed in 2019 from which we
made $340!

A big THANK YOU to Claudette Creasey for obtaining the VCI banners now seen in the
church. And thanks to Lynn Creasey who helped to put them on display. The Creaseys are also
decorating the fellowship hall bulletin board.

RULES OF RE-ENTRY: Enter by the back door;
wear a mask; sit 6 feet apart. And NO hugging—unless
you are sisters! Family members may sit together. Please
place your offering in the basket at the back of the
sanctuary. Exit through the front door of the church.
Thanks for coming!

My wife Margaret
took all these photos

HAPPY ARE WE WHO
WORSHIP TOGETHER
AGAIN!

Background for next week’s worship
Mark 4
Helping everyone in our church community to identify
& use their spiritual gifts in serving the Lord, both in
the church & the larger world.
Empower Servant Leadership vs. The pastor’s job; monopolized
leadership; hiring the young energetic pastor; burning out good
volunteers.
All people of God, in the image of Christ, are given fruit of the Spirit
and spiritual gifts meant for building up the Church. In this way, we
are all called to serve the Lord, to do our part in membership of the
body of Christ. Every part is necessary. Every part is valuable, and
every voice is important. Every person should be equipped, nurtured,
and supported to use their gifts to glorify God, through servant
leadership; not just cliques of powerful people or continual burnout of
the same leaders. In keeping with true Discipleship Formation,
churches are called to help all members to be empowered to use their
gifts in servant leadership. And, God calls and equips some for the
particular task of pastoral ministry, which must be cultivated, nurtured
and trained. Ministry can never be about a single pastor, but it is about
identifying, equipping and empowering those servant leaders God
puts in our midst.

Learning Time for Deacons - VCI Mark 4: Empowering Servant Leadership
In John 13: 2-17 Jesus knew that his time on earth was coming to an end and he would be betrayed.
He gathered his disciples around the table but got up, prepared a basin of water and, to the horror
of Simon Peter, began to wash and dry their feet. He did this out of love for them and also to serve
as a model to them. This act is one of equality, for holiness not hygiene, to offer compassion. The
disciples will be sent out to do the same. The savior is also the servant in this passage, leading with
an example of love. And we, too, are empowered and gifted by the same Spirit that was in Jesus. As
verse 17 says “you know these things—now do them.” Servant
Mask leadership is beneficial for the church and for
is a
the servant leader as well.
Must!
Deacons are servant leaders when providing the flowers for the chancel and allowing them to be
dedicated and donated to someone; when scheduling a social event such as a games night or ice
cream social; when serving coffee hours and special meals for religious holidays; when part of the
community for Beggar’s Night, Easter walk, Christmas donations; by decorating the sanctuary for
holidays and giving gifts for mother’s and father’s days; and more…
In Matthew 9: 37-38 we read “The harvest is so great, and the workers are so few,” so we must pray
that more workers will be sent. Serve as a leader and lead as a servant and thus become more like Jesus. This is
the heart of a vital congregation and is what deacons and other servant leaders do.
Trudi Schwert—VCI cohort

Vision of Vitality

Vital Congregations Initiative

Mark 5 - Worship that consistently & caringly calls us into a deeper relationship with God & with one another

I chose 1 Chronicles 16:716:7-36 to focus on Mark 5. Four elements of true
thanksgiving are found in these verses. 1. Remembering what God has
done. 2. Telling others about it. 3. Showing God’s glory to others. 4.
Offering gifts of self, time, and resources. If you are truly thankful your
life will show it. When we come to church and worship God we are doing these things. It should not make us feel bad but good, refreshed,
ready to take another go at the world hopefully doing it better.
Spirit-Inspired Worship Vs. SelfSelf-gratifying worship; stale ritual lacking
meaning; or consumer entertainment worship

Spirit-Inspired worship is a gift of God’s wonder! Six days we labor and
toil, and on this Holy Sabbath day we get to come into the presence of
God; we get to encounter the awesome mystery of the God who
Isaiah 29:13 Inspired the art longs to be known in relationship with us. We worship, because
work of Mark 5 petal
through prayer and supplication (earnest & humble asking),
“These people draw near with their through the Word proclaimed and the Sacraments celebrated,
mouths and honor me with their
through the songs of praise and passing of peace – God meets us
lips, while their hearts are far from there. Worship is our lifeline to the Holy God. Our worship should
me, and their worship of me is a be active participation into the living relationship with the triune
human commandment learned by
God; Father, Son & Holy Spirit. Everyone should feel welcome and
rote.” routine, memorization
have a place. Worship should challenge, teach, transform, convict,
They wanted the depiction of
and call us into deeper relationship with God and on another not
worship being inspired by
gratify our comforts and entertain our desires. Worship is an enthe power of the Holy Spirit.
counter with God that we understand and do not understand. It is
The people of God are
an act filled with mystery and awe, but in worship we have the opsurrounding the chalice of
portunity to express our deepest desires to God and listen for
Communion or the Baptismal
God’s voice. In worship, we also experience the call to serve and
font, which offers life
be on mission.
through the Sacraments of
What makes you
Jesus Christ. We are brought During worship does your heart leap for joy?
feel good during the worship service? Me; after offering, standing
together to commune
facing the cross, singing praise & during communion I feel closer to
through the power of the
Jesus. Please share your answers. Answer at home and put them
Spirit who inspires our
worship. And then sends us in the basket on the table below the large bulletin board in the fellowship hall or mail with offering.
out to radiate God to the
world. Not to yell on the
Psalm 122:2 This scripture may interest you. Did you know that encorner but to touch others
tering Jerusalem to the Israelites is like entering the church to bewith empathy, caring and
lievers. We should feel we are stepping into God’s Holy Presence.
love. cmc
Even though we are always in the presence of God

SUMMARY OF OUR VCI JOURNEY TO DATE
After the Medina First Presbyterian Vital Congregation Initiative
team was established, a 15-minute Vision for Vitality was added to the
Sunday service to tell the congregation we were “about to do a new thing.”
Get-better-acquainted (ice breaker) statements were also used at social
gatherings to collect personal stories of God’s work in the lives of others.
The Medina VCI team has met weekly to read and discuss Bible passages, to review the VCI
Marks (topics) studied with our presbytery representatives from other churches plus presentations
by the national VCI group, and to plan short “study times” conducted by two cohorts for our
leadership teams meeting on ZOOM.
The Covid-19 shutdown has kept us from regular contact with the congregation but articles
in the Visitor have chronicled the activities and studies by the VCI team. When services resume,
colorful VCI banners will welcome everyone back, with the first one now placed in the outdoor
sign enclosure.
VCI team members Lynn and Claudette Creasey chose to practice Mark 6, Caring
Relationships, by creating a “loaves and fishes” delivery to single, elderly, and/or homebound
members of the congregation who received with great joy the homemade spaghetti sauce with
meat balls, ready-to-heat cooked spaghetti, Italian bread, creative cookies and two smiling masked
faces who stopped to chat briefly with them (at a distance)!
As Pastor William says “our cup is one-third full: with the congregation we are still
exploring, engaging, evolving, expanding…” We look forward to resuming our worship services
together.
Trudi Schwert, VCI cohort

VITAL CONGREGATION INITIATIVE
Coming Next: MARK 6

What do you see in this petal?
What does it make you think of ?
What does it mean to you?
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522 Main St, PO Box 213
Medina NY 14103
Phone (585)798-1264
Email: first.presbyterian@yahoo.com

ATTENTION: Bargain Hunters, Garage Sale
Enthusiasts, Shopping Divas, Spring Cleaners….
The Presbyterian Women
SUNSHINE Committee is
in need of birthday and anniversary cards. If you acquire
any or have more than you need, please place them in the
SUNSHINE box near the church office for pick-up.
Please leave your name and address so you can be thanked
and/or reimbursed . Your help is much appreciated!

