Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am. Please join us!
The Rev. Dr. William H. Wilkinson is available on his cell 585.507.3289
or email peacepathseeker@yahoo.com
The church office is (usually) open Mon - Thurs 9-2.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
During Epiphanytide, the weeks between Epiphany, the
wisemen’s and the Holy Family’s journeys home by another
way, and Ash Wednesday/Lent, we, too, have been on a
journey. Our journey of the Spirit is through Jesus early life,
and in preparation for the Lenten journey with Jesus’ Earthly
ministry.
As we think about the coming Season of Lent, we have
been passing through snows, ice, rain and wind. How appropriate that the stress and turmoil of
Jesus offering a new call to God’s Way of Compassion, Peace, and Justice should be mirrored for
us in the winter of our journey’s year.
We began our human year, with the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday, looking again at the
Three Evils of our world, Racism, Poverty, and Structural Violence, celebrating Race Relations
Sunday, January 26, 2020. In February, as we lift up African American History Month, we are
invited to integrate our understandings of our common human story in all its diversity, highs,
lows, and paths of living which have brought to our present.
Some of members planned to participate in the February 8, 2020 (Saturday) Congregation
Learning Day of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley. While the snow and ice led to a
postponement of the Learning Day. We continue of discipleship, our life long learning with the
experiences of the Vital Congregations Initiative (VCI). The VCI Program , part of our life
as a Matthew 25 Congregation, one which seeks to recognize Jesus in the Neighbor, stranger
as well as familiar, engaging and evolving our connections through ministry. At our Annual
Congregational Meeting, February 2, 2020, we elected our Congregational leadership for the
2020-2021 year, praying, reporting, discerning and resolving to be Church Together.
Some Members of our Congregation (all are invited to participate) will celebrate with our
Sister Congregation, Black Heritage, at the Annual Dinner of Trinity Emmanuel Presbyterian
Church, March 3, 2020. This year we will forgo the Community Pancake Supper, so that we may
host the first MAAC Lenten Lunch of the Lenten Season. Ash Wednesday Service will be held
at 7:00PM on February 26th, during which ashes will be administered.
Our encouragement of the New York State Council of Churches Seminar Series, “Who
Is My Neighbor” through MAAC has played an important role in this Statewide series, the next
of which will be in Saratoga Springs, NY, in March.
May God bless each family, the friends and neighbors of our Congregation during the
coming Season of Lent, and the Spring of our year.
Grace to you, and peace,
Pastor William
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson
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In nursing homes: Al Nixon,
Martha Foster at The Willows, Orren
Roberts at North Wing.
Our military and their families.
On-going concerns:
Jonathan
Incho, David Yates cancer, Karen
Kropf surgery-Al’s daughter, Ginny
Kropf surgery, Marilyn Hiwiller, Peg
Pearce, Jason Anderson cancerDavid’s nephew, Karen Curtin, Kenny
Johnson, Dawn Goering Pat Rizzo’s
sister, and Jimmy Ambrose.

Treasurer’s Report
The pledge offering for
January : $5,809.
Christmas Joy: $420.
Thank you for your support.

2/14/98 William and Sherrie Wilkinson
3/7/98 Alan and Debbie Kozody
3/7/53 Orren and Joan Roberts

If you have any
unwanted 11.3oz coffee
cans please consider
donating them. Leave
them in the church
kitchen. Hoping to use
them for spaghetti sauce
for our upcoming
spaghetti dinner—April
25! Thanks!

February
2

Annual Meeting

11 Session mtg 6:30pm
13 PW mtg
19 Deacons mtg 5;30pm
23 Men’s Breakfast, 8am
26 Ash Wednesday Svc,
6:30pm
27 Lenten Lunch, noon

March
1

Holy Communion
1st Sunday of Lent

5

Lenten Lunch, noon

10 Session mtg 6:30pm
12 Lenten Lunch, noon
18 Deacons mtg 5;30pm
19 Lenten Lunch, noon
26 Lenten Lunch, noon
29 Men’s Breakfast, 8am

Thank you to these awesome
people who helped with coffee
hours in January:
Dave and Trudi Schwert, Nicki
Fredericks, Jan Rook, Donna
Johnson, Peggy Pearce, and
Cindy Hurt.

Thursdays at noon
here at FPC.
Beginning Feb 27

ANNUAL MEN’S
SPAGHETTI
DINNER
Happy smiles from the
chef, the kitchen staff, the
greeter, the servers, the
diners. A wonderful crowd
attended and a record
number of take-outs were
served. The leftovers
consisted of one small dish
of meatballs!
A team effort was required
to make this successful.
Thank you to all the
volunteers

Dinner out to celebrate
dad’s (Dylan) birthday!

A
Time
to

Give Thanks

Inspire Hope

Share Love

Many thanks to Deacons Yvette Nevin and Donna Johnson
who have created the 2019 HARVEST TABLE.

Vision of Vitality

Vital Congregations Initiative

We are on a Journey, an Adventure if you would like. And the Vital Congregations team (Pastor
William, Trudi Schwert, Lynn Creasey & Claudette Creasey) would like you to join us. It will be
interesting to get to know each other better. Hopefully our discussions will help us know our
church family, our neighbors and the world around us better. And think about our relationship
with God, Jesus, The Lord more deeply. We have nothing to loose. Get out of a rut, deepen or
add a new dimension to our life. Our lives are so-o-o busy. We believe we have no time to just
STOP and think. Why don’t we try? The Journey can have a positive effect on us and we will be
better people for it. I know I could be a better person.
During our Advent Dinner in December, Lynn Creasey asked us to think about ‘The earliest memory
I have of someone teaching me faith is.’ He shared: His first thought was negative from the age of 8 to
13 about a Baptist minister with fire and brimstone. The second thought brought back the memory of Great Aunt Mamie from Chicago. Every visit she encouraged her great nephews & niece
with a subject of God, be it a movie, story or whatever was available at the time. Then a young
woman asked him to go to church with her at the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Lawton,
Oklahoma. There he heard a different theology. And has been on his Journey ever since. After
Lynn shared there was a good response and many shared their experiences. Some wrote their response and gave them to Claudette. We will share them in the future.
The second thought ‘My sacred space where I experience God’s presence most clearly is’—
Think about it, write your thoughts down and share them with all of us. Writing our thoughts
sometimes help us sort them out and brings a long ago memory to the surface.

We share with you. Will you share with us?
More to come. Enjoy the Journey. The Lord is with us, Claudette

ADVENT SEASON——preparing for the
birth of the Christ child: candle lighting,
Communion service, decorated chancel and
a congregational dinner with unexpected
guests.

Though her daughter Sue and son-in-law Kevin worked
nearby, Deacon Donna Johnson was the sole distributor of
treats to a gazillion* children, parents and dogs who
stopped by the church on BEGGAR’S NIGHT. Many
thanks to all the Presbyterians who donated bags of candy
for this event.
(*Published accounts place the number of kids to be closer
to 1000.)
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GRUSHERS
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Sue Phillips, Lynne Williams

Randy and Cindy Hurt

2/9

Sue Martin, Nicki Fredericks

Dave and Trudi Schwert

2/16

Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley

Nicki Fredericks, Rog Rogers

2/23

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

Ginny Roberts,

3/1

Cindy Hurt, Sherrie Wilkinson

3/8

Sue Phillips, Lynne Williams

3/15

Sue Martin, Nicki Fredericks

3/22

Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley

3/29

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

Sign up to be a
“grusher” on the bulletin
board near the office

VIPresbyterians
If you have learned of something of interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...)
that you would like included in this column, please leave a note for Chris or email it to the
church.
From Nicki—My granddaughter, Emily Nages, graduated from LeMoyne College with a major
in mathematics and minor in computer science in 3 1/2 years with a 4.0! My grandson, Zach
Nages, married Hannah Bohacek in Otego, NY on Saturday, December 21st. Luckily the
weather cooperated so we were able to attend. And finally, my daughter Cheryl Nages, along
with Emily, Zach and Hannah arrived the day after Christmas for a wonderful visit!
Welcome home to Nelda & Dave Callard who have just returned from their trip to South
America. The photos were taken in Brazil with the city of Rio de Janeiro in the background
during their visit to the Christ the Redeemer statue at the peak of Corcovado Mountain.
Jeanne Lutz and her mother Angie Tobin who has just moved here from Oklahoma
From Chris Kaiser (and the Kaiser family)—Thank you for all the kind words, thoughts, prayers
and cards sent our way during my father’s illness and death. Thank you also for the flexibility
to allow me the time to be away and be with him during his last months.
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Email: first.presbyterian@yahoo.com

Help Us Go Green
Ask us how.

The PW is once again gathering items for Church World Service school kits and hygiene kits. PW
provides the canvas bag for the school kit items. Also, PW pays the fee for shipping the
completed kits. We transport the kits to a collection site from where they are taken to a
distribution center. The kits can end up anywhere in the world at the site of natural disasters. We
appreciate your help with this project.

Hygiene Kit

School Kit

One hand towel measuring approximately 15″ x 28″
to 16″ x 32″ (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or
micro-fiber)
One washcloth
One wide-tooth comb removed from the package
One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the
package
One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper
One toothbrush in the package
Ten standard size Band-Aids
The hygiene kit items are to be put in a gallon size
zip lock bag. Please squeeze out any excess air.

One pair of blunt scissors removed from the
package (rounded tip, only)
Three 70-count bound notebooks or notebooks
totaling 200-210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler
paper)
One 30-centimeter / 12” ruler
One hand-held pencil sharpener removed from the
package
One large eraser (no pencil cap erasers)
Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers, removed
from the package
One box of 24 crayons (only 24)
PW will supply the bag

Please let us know if you would like to be removed from our mailing list.
The newsletter is always available on our website firstpresbyterianmedina.org

