Help Us Go Green
Ask us how.

Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am. Please worship with us.
The church office is (usually) open Monday through Thursday 9-2.
See our web site: http://firstpresbyterianmedina.org/
The Rev Dr William H Wilkinson is available on his cell 585.507.3289
Or by email peacepathseeker@yahoo.com

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
During Christmastide, we have been reflecting on
“journey”, as a way of spiritually walking our life together,
seeking to love God and our neighbor, God’s humankind. As
the Twelve Days of Christmas led us to Epiphany, we
talked of the Wise Ones from the East finding their ways
home by another way, God’s way, not the way of the worldly
powers.
Celebrating the spirit of hope, peace, joy and love, by recognizing Christ’s presence as the
heart of our living, has become our calling in life, again, for the “first time”. Each new year of
our lives on this human journey, gives us renewed opportunities to love ourselves as God loves
us, and to love our neighbors, stranger and familiar, as we envision God loving them.
Hidden in plain sight in our Carols of Christmas are the values for daily hope-filled living of
Christmas.
Christmastide, the Season between Christmas Day and Lent is a wonderful set of days
to reflect on our faith in our daily paths, work, school, family life, as citizens of countries of the
Nations of the Earth.
As we begin our human year, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday, offers us occasion to
lift up the connections between love and justice (public love), on Race Relations Sunday,
January 20, 2019. That holiday, of all the ethnicities, peoples and heritages of our United States
of America, even our World, underscores the Common Dream of peace on Earth and
goodwill/God-will to God’s humankind and created reality. The call of Christ Jesus, in
Matthew 7:12, “Do unto others as you would have done to you.”, the Christian
description of the Universal understanding, The Golden Rule, is our guideline, our
benchmark, for measuring our steps, letting God order the paths we walk, as journeys to
freedom, equity, and especially hope for us and our spaceship Earth, the big blue marble.
We have opportunities this month to learn together at the February 9, 2019 (Saturday)
Congregations Learning Day of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley, where Presbyterians
from across our region will gather together at the Perinton Presbyterian Church. We will
celebrate and deepen our congregational ministries at our Annual Congregational Meeting,
February 3, 2019.
During the month of February, we will have an Adult Education Series on Sunday
mornings, 9:30am to 10:30am, on The Church and Social Issues, part of preparation for
participation in the New York State Ecumenical Advocacy Days, February 27, 2019, in
Albany New York, and the April 5-8, 2019, Ecumenical Advocacy Days, Washington,
D.C.
Let us rejoice in our life together as flowers of Christ’s way of love,
Grace to you, and peace,

Pastor William
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson

Please save this page for your reference!

GREETERS/USHERS 2019
The responsibilities of greeters and ushers have been combined. Greeters/ushers will stand at the top of the
stairs on each side of the sanctuary, welcome each worshipper and hand out the bulletins. Newcomers should
also be encouraged to sign the visitor’s register. When called by the minister, the greeters/ushers will go forward together down the center aisle to receive the plates to collect the offering, walking up the center aisle
first and returning to the chancel by the side aisles. Please remain at the chancel until the blessing is complete.
The monthly assignments are listed below. If you need to change your date, please make arrangements to
switch with someone else and notify the church office (798.1264). Thank you for your service.
January 2019
6 Al & Ginny Kropf
13 Cindy & Randy Hurt
20 Jeanne Lutz/Anne Albone
27 Sue Squires/Jan McCloy

February 2019
3 Tina Oosterling/David Yates
10 Sue Martin/Sarah Martin
17 Pat Crowley/Virginia Roberts
24 Debbie Crandall/Marilyn Hiwiller

March 2019
3 Lynn & Claudette Creasey
11 Donna Johnson/Sandy Thaine
17 Lynne Williams/ Jan Rook
24 Bruce & Molly Webster
31 Al & Deb Kozody

April 2019
7 Anne Albone/Yvette Nevin
14 Pam & Greg Canham
21 Rog Rogers/Nicki Fredericks
28 Melissa & Tina Oosterling

May 2019
5 Buffy Brothers/Donna Johnson
12 Nicki Fredericks/Fulton Rogers
19 Katie Allison/Yvette Nevin
26 Dave & Trudi Schwert

June 2019
2 David Anderson/Katherine Anderson
9 Nancy Dotts/Ginny Roberts
16 Patty Woodworth/Peg Pearce
23 Roland & Sue Phillips
30 Nelda Toussaint/Judy Decker

NO GREETERS/USHERS FOR JULY and AUGUST

The winter PW project is assembling Church World Service Kits for school and hygiene. The
list of items to be collected is included here. PW pays the shipping fee. PW has a supply of some
items to which you are welcome and can be found on the sofa of the meeting room. Your help is
much appreciated.
Hygiene Kit

School Kit

One hand towel measuring approximately 15″ x 28″
to 16″ x 32″ (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or
micro-fiber)
One washcloth
One wide-tooth comb removed from the package
One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the
package
One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper
One toothbrush in the package
Ten standard size Band-Aids
The hygiene kit items are to be put in a gallon size
zip lock bag. Please squeeze out any excess air.

One pair of blunt scissors removed from the
package (rounded tip, only)
Three 70-count bound notebooks or notebooks
totaling 200-210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler
paper)
One 30-centimeter / 12” ruler
One hand-held pencil sharpener removed from the
package
One large eraser (no pencil cap erasers)
Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers, removed
from the package
One box of 24 crayons (only 24)
PW will supply the bag

Treasurer’s report

Thank you!

November and December

For Coffee Hours

The pledge offering: $15,634
The Building Fund offering: $25
Christmas Joy:
Thank you for your continued support.
NURSERY
1/6

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

1/13

Cindy Hurt, Sherrie Wilkinson

1/20

Sue Phillips, Nicki Fredericks

1/27

Sue Martin,

2/3

Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley

2/10

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

2/17

Cindy Hurt, Sherrie Wilkinson

2/24

Sue Phillips, Nicki Fredericks

(November and December

Cindy Hurt, Ginny Roberts, Anne Albone, Tina
Oosterling, Trudi Schwert, Nelda Callard, Sue
Metzo, Peg Pearce, Jan McCloy, Nelda Toussaint,
Sue Martin, Sarah Martin, and Alissa Dunham.
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The Annual Meeting of the
Congregation/Corporation of the First
Presbyterian Church of Medina is duly
called by the Session for Sunday,
February 3, 2019. The meeting will be
in fellowship hall
immediately
following dinner. The purpose of the
meeting is to hear the annual reports
of all committees, review the 2019
Operating Budget and to hear any
other business of the congregation.

Used Clothing Drop-Off Shed
Behind the church (to benefit FPC)
Items Accepted: All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets,
sheets, pillowcases, drapes and stuffed toys. (Please...NO rags, fabric
scraps, pillows, toys or household goods, please understand that they are
an expense to dispose of) Help us keep your donation clean and dry by
putting your items in plastic bags.

William and Sue Martin
David and Nelda Callard
William and Sherrie Wilkinson
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Viewing the Parade of Lights

Mother-daughter tea
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PW Christmas shoeboxes

Decorating the children’s tree

Planning the Advent dinner

Decorating the sanctuary

News from the
Synod of the Northeast, PC(USA)
This month’s
focus is on the
Early Ministry
Institute. This a
three-year program
designed to
encourage and support pastors in their first
call. Pastor Wilkinson is a mentor (2nd Year)
in this program. It is designed to assist new
pastors in gaining specific skills which are
often not included in the traditional
seminary education. The EMI Objectives
are: 1) to encourage participants,
individually and as a community, to reflect
intentionally upon God’s role in their lives
and ministry, 2) to provide opportunity for
those in their first parish to discuss with
each other and with more experienced
pastors certain issues of ministry, 3) to
introduce new pastors to human and other
resources available in the Synod of the
Northeast, and 4) to provide a time, in a
relaxed setting, when participants can reflect
together on their experiences, their
successes and their challenges.
EMI meets once a year at Stony Point
Presbyterian Conference Center

Welcome new memberAl Nixon

News from the
Presbytery of Genesee Valley
The next Presbytery
Meeting will be held at the
Third Presbyterian Church,
ROCHESTER, New York.
The meeting will continue
the conversation on the
Presbytery Design Team
Proposal in discerning the
nature and scheduling of
our Presbytery-wide life together. Another
major process in the Presbytery is the
Visioning Of a new Presbytery Office
location, and a new format for shared
learning and ministry resources.
February 9, 2019, a Saturday, 9:00amnoon (Lunch Workshops, optional to
2:00pm), is this year’s Presbytery
Congregations Learning Day. It will take
place at the Perinton Presbyterian Church.
Members, as well as, Session and Deacon
members are welcome to attend. Please let
Chris Kaiser, or the Pastor, know if you
would like to participate.
Presbytery Leader Amy Williams Fowler
has been participating in the Rochester
Interfaith Alive Network. This group of faith
leaders from Christian, Jewish, Muslim and
other Faiths have been gathering for three
years to learn, and offer opportunities to
learn, about the world’s religions active in our
area. During Advent, events were hosted at
Temple Brith Kodesh, and the Islamic
Center of Rochester.

Compassion, Peace, and Justice
In exploring the ideas and ministries of
the Church and Social Issues, there are two
events in the coming months which provide
opportunities for ministries of public love/
justice.
On February 27, 2019, the New York
State Council of Churches will host its first
Ecumenical Advocacy Days, in Albany, New
York. During this one-day event, people from
multiple faith backgrounds will gather with
other seekers of social justice to learn, to
discern, and then, to meet with legislators and
their staffs in their Offices, to discuss
legislative responses to a variety of social
justice concerns. Medina First Presbyterian, as
well as other Presbyterian, and ecumenical and
secular participants, will car pool and gather

for this day of reflection and action. Please let
the Church Office know if you would like to
participate.
Later this Spring, the Annual National
Ecumenical Advocacy Days, of which the
Presbyterian Church (USA) has been a longstanding partner, will take place in Washington,
DC. This year’s conference is entitled
“Troubling the Waters for the Healing of the
World. It will include a Presbyterian Learning
Day, an Ecumenical Learning Day, and a Visit
to Capitol Hill to meet with Congressional
Members and their staffs, for conversations on
legislation and faith in action.
The Presbytery of Genesee Valley is
planning to send a delegation along with others
in New York State.

VIPresbyterians
If you have learned of something of interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that
you would like included in this column, please tell Anne Albone 798-0639 or email it to the
church first.presbyterian@yahoo.com.
♦There are no words that can express the
thanks I feel for all of my church family. The
cards sent were wonderful and such a 'pick-meup' when received. I also thank everyone for
the prayers!!! I know for a fact these helped
me. I even had delicious food sent and folks
running errands for me. Until one is in such a
position does one realize how difficult it is to
ask for help. And, of course, I never could
have gone through with my surgery without
the help, love and devotion of my daughters
Cheryl and Libby. God has Blessed me! I
hope to be back in church soon. Nicki
Fredericks

♦Vicky Albone Dilcher
posted this picture on her
Facebook page along with
the following information.
My beautiful Mama, 90
years young! She baked
over 700 cookies for
Christmas!
She bakes
birthday cakes for everyone
she knows, goes bowling,
out to events with friends, she’s amazing. I
love her so dearly and feel so blessed. May
God bless everyone with grace and peace in
this New Year. Hold your loved ones close.
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522 Main St, PO Box 213
Medina NY 14103
Phone (585)798-1264
Email: first.presbyterian@yahoo.com

Please let us know if you would like to stop receiving this newsletter on paper.
It is always available on our website firstpresbyterianmedina.org

FEBRUARY
3

Annual Meeting

12

Session meeting, 6:30

14

PW meeting, 7:15pm

20

Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm

24

Men’s Breakfast, 8am
MARCH

5

Pancake Supper

6

Ash Wednesday

7

Lenten Lunch

10

Holy Communion, 1st Lent

12

Session meeting, 6:30

14

Lenten Lunch
PW meeting, 7:15pm

15 MAAC General meeting, 7:15pm, FPC

20

Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm

16 Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm

21

Lenten Lunch

27 Men’s Breakfast, 8am
Annual Reports ready

28

Lenten Lunch

30

Presbytery Meeting, 10am, Gates PC

29 Presbytery meeting, 4pm Third PC

31

Men’s Breakfast, 8am

JANUARY
8

Session meeting, 6:30

10 PW meeting, 7:15pm, Jan McCloy’s

